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Eugene Willging 


Zara, Louis. Against This Rock. Creative Age. Sept. 27, 
1943. 635p. $2.75. 


Writers like the currently publicized Mr. Asch might 
learn from Louis Zara the art presenting historical 
subject really was. Against This Rock offers full- 
length portrait Charles the Catholic. 


Seemingly the six hundred and more pages were necessary. 
Even the font the unsuspecting infant was already 
“Archduke Austria, Duke Burgundy, Lothier, 
Brabant and Limbourg, Count Flanders, Artois, 
Palatine Hainault, Zeeland and Namur”. was 
enjoy many other titles before his abdication Holy 
Roman and his retirement the monastery 
Yuste, west Toledo. Charles the Fifth, Louis Zara 
well portrays him, was the imperial colossus the stormy 
sixteenth century. had one foot Spain, the other 
the Netherlands. Geographically, France and its un- 
faithful king lay between. the northwest stood Eng- 
land the person the capricious Henry. Germany was 
maelstrom Lutheran upheaval, and the Turk con- 
stant threat the entire west. 1519 Charles received 
the Holy Roman Empire from the uncertain hands the 
Electors. The peace Europe became almost ob- 
session. “Always dreamed that would leave people 
peace. Upon this rock—the peace Europe—I hoped 
build kingdom; against this rock broke staff 
and spilled blood”. 


was not easy. The grandson Isabella parleyed for 
this peace Worms. fought for Tunis and suf- 
fered the rout the elements the fiasco amid the 
waves before Algiers. Herbert Thurston has already 
pointed out, the Emperor experienced unnecessary suffer- 
ing because the ill-advised diplomacy and secret 
making Pope Clement. was poor return for the 


generous peace offers extended after the Imperial victory 
Pavia. Charles, however, could generous Francis 
and the Holy See. the latter, saw, lay Europe’s 
unfailing hope for essential unity. had always rested 
his own and the Empire’s fortunes the hands God 
Himself. move according His laws,” assures his 
sister, Marie, “and desire that all men should live 
peace and praise their Creator. knows how earnestly 
have tried.” Zara points out how sensibly Charles re- 
acted Gattinara’s dream “One God, one tongue, one 
king, one culture”. cared not that there one tongue 
for that was impossible; one culture opposed the national 
feelings each European group; the notion one king 
did not overwhelm him. “But let there constant wor- 
one God—and lasting peace would come the 
world.’ 


Through these pages moves Charles the man. Naturally 
adverse the shedding blood, sickened young 
man the accidental killing peasant during hunt. 
show fellowship with his people joins the tourney, 
dashing across the open field beneath his waving plumes 
Castile and Aragon unhorse six knights four days. 
The condition his mother, the deranged Joanna her 
isolation Tordesillas, cloud which never lifts until 
her death just before his abdication. see the Emperor 
posing for Titian the celebrated occasion when 
stooped retrieve the painter’s dropped brush. Reck- 
lessly slays the bull celebrate the birth Empress 
Isabelle’s child. Charles’ grief upon the historic sack 
Rome, May 1527, portrayed for the genuine regret 
that was. The assault the German mercenaries, 
the Landsknechte who were mostly Lutheran and dis- 
gruntled, this lamented even though realized that 
the Pope was paying part for what all have acknowl- 
edged shifty diplomacy. His insight captures 
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106 Zara Flavin 


later councillor like Thomas More,” the 
Emperor groaned, would have given the richest city 
expression his joy the illegitimate infant, one day 
immortalize himself the Don Juan the bullet-swept 
decks Lepanto. Charles lived, few have had the 
opportunity, the full could send Magellan off 
into uncharted seas against the advice royal councillors. 
was man designed Providence appeal the 
fiery Luther lay aside the stubborn weapons that 
threatened Christendom, urge him work rather for 
the day when “there will sacred harmony betweer 
all the peoples the earth”. Luther refused, but had 
been asked. Charles was his people, full-blooded folk 
whose “easy familiarity with their faith struck the most 
responsive chords him”. 


The cautious reader will make due allowance for occa- 
sional lapses. Mr. Zara has tendency employ shop- 
worn device, that picturing priests and bishops rather 
dour and depressing individuals (pp. 17, 19, 126). Charles’ 
continued harking back boyhood dream City 
Universal Peace and his ready credence two hoary 
seers might acceptable some because the earlier 
age which lived. most they will not ap- 
peal. The author, seemingly annoyed Paul III’s opposi- 
tion Charles, tends overlook the Pontiff’s reply 
the Emperor: that the Pope brought ecclesiastical pres- 
sure bear Francis, would exposing the Holy 
See the danger losing France just had already 
lost England (Pastor, XII, Another feature which 
merits passing attention, only indicate that the 
book not recommended readers beneath college age, 
the series three extra-marital indulgences the part 
Emperor’s sensuality. These become offensive when 
the author reaches the point describing 
frankly suggesting the manual curiositics the lovers. 
Though not excused, such are definitely 
incidental very lengthy story. Charles, moreover, 
unlike modern literary characters, recognizes his 
sin for what is, neither more nor less. 


Unquestionably, Against This Rock worth 
The panorama great century spreads before the reader 
and through the manifold scene moves one history’s 
great figures. Charles’ devotion the lovely Isabella 
beautiful story married love any that modern 
fiction can offer. His devotion his kingdom and the 
cause European peace heartening these latter heavy 
days. his words, given articulate chronicler, 
there both prophecy and warning: “These realms 
will have wallow more blood than able 
shed, arrive understanding what have tried 
do. Each state develops its own pride and calls 
culture, and for that men are willing kill and 
killed. Once men fought and died only for God’s honor 
—but now men fight and kill for everything—for that 
piece land, for those ugly words—” 

Arthur McGratty, 

Buffalo, New York 


Harper Prize Novel for 1943-1944 


Flavin, Martin. Journey the Dark. Harper. Oct. 20, 
$2.75. 


This will hailed typically American novel, probably 
major claimant the title “the great American 


Best 


novel”, for its story exemplifies America the land 
opportunity and land that slowly groping toward 
the realization the bitter meaning materialism. 
the story boy who was born the wrong side 
town; youth who worked hard and seized oppor- 
tunity; salesman and businessman out make 
million; husband who married first for social position 
and self-satisfaction, then second time for love; 
father who did not achieve intimacy with his son until 
just before the latter’s death. the life story one 
man who rose from poverty riches, from small town 
big city and returned again dominate his little home- 
place. 

boy Wyattsville, Sam Braden lived near 
poverty. His aimless father was good-natured, easy- 
going man who became marshal, position requiring 
spasmodic effort and providing little pay. Sarah Braden 
was the plain, simple wife who formed the tough bond 
keeping the family together. She was Sam’s idol; her 
death-bed parting instruction care for his sister Nellie 
was life-long duty and burden Sam’s 
was Sarah whose sewing for the better half the town 
(exemplified the wealthy banking family the Wyatts) 
kept the household food and clothing; the fact that 
she worked for the Wyatts also put social stigma her 
children. For young Eileen Wyatt young Sam felt some 
emotion hardly strong enough earn the name love, 
yet the social scale Eileen represented something Sam 
wanted just the economic field was determined 
acquire his million. 


Convincingly the author narrates the steps Sam’s 
climb, from grocery clerk telegrapher, from paper sales- 
man wallpaper manufacturer; from poverty mil- 
lionaire’s status; from small town social outcast the 
husband Eileen. Having achieved his double triumph, 
Sam began learn the truth the adage, “Man proposes 
but God disposes”. Eileen left him for boyhood lover 
and social equal. married again, his own social 
level this time, Emilie Kranz, the daughter German 
cigar stand owner. With Emilie was happy; with their 
son Hath was unfamiliar until just before Hath mar- 
ried the half-Jewish daughter radical newspaper edi- 
tor. Hath represented different aspect the 
American spirit, the disregard for social and racial lines, 
little interest the acquisition money, the sacrifice 
his life for his country. Upon Emilie’s death, followed 
Hath’s departure for war and his ultimate death air 
combat over Europe, Sam became lonely old 
friend the editor, Mitch Ballou, summarized his life 
Sam thus, 


You’ve done everything the copybooks advise, every- 
thing the kids are taught think. You should im- 
mortalized, for the story your life is, way, the 
story America—a statement its values And now, 
from where you’re sitting, what you think about it? 
What you really think about yourself? 


answer. 


tell you, tell you how you look me: 
the loneliest man I’ve ever known; and I’ve been 
lonely too, but not like you. lonely man, going 
nowhere, the dark—” (p. 376). 


The war brought some sense value Sam; con- 
tributed his son, with whom the end came feel- 
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ing intimacy, and part his property his country. 
himself began work defense 


Journey the Dark the best Harper Prize Novel 
recent years. Its tone subtle yet sound. The author’s 
plan well conceived and well executed. Because its 
morality brought out indirection, showing the futility 
riches and society, and subtle treatment, the novel 
should limited adults who will find outstanding 
fictionalized handling the American dream. 


Here Your War. Holt. Oct. 28, 1943. 


Pyle, Ernie. 
304p. $3.00. 


Not often does this reviewer venture prediction but here 
goes: Within six weeks Here Your War will among 
the ten best-selling non-fiction books the country. 
not great, systematic account the whole African cam- 
paign, but most readable, entertaining, instructive 
account how American army got Africa, what 
did Africa, how worked, rested, ate, played, thought 
and fought. expresses all these activities through anec- 
dotes which Ernie picked from the soldiers and through 
autobiographical details what actually happened 
Ernie Pyle, the correspondent who lived 
with the First Division for six months from Nov. 1942 


June 


Here your personalized story what men troop 
convoy, the work the newsreel men who filmed the 
landings Africa, why land claims commission 
necessary, the achievements the medical corps, the 
drama troops moving the night. You 
hear the whistle bullets and the whine shells; you 
are amused Ernie going battle with shovel until 
you discover the prime importance slit trenches. This 
book tells almost everything. One thing omits the 
corollary the statement, are atheists fox- 
holes”. There are splendid sections devoted the medi- 
cal front; the spiritual front, admittedly prime concern 
the soldiers, slighted. But withal it’s grand and 
interesting work, one recommended without reserva- 
tions except for occasional profanity. 


Book the Month Club---November 
Co-Selection 


(With Ingersoll’s The Battle the reviewed 
Best Sellers, Sept. 15, 1943, 76) 


Hathaway, Katharine The Little Locksmith. 
Coward-McCann. Oct. 25, 1943. 237p. $2.50. 


The Little Locksmith strangely told story the au- 
thor’s quest for God. Beginning with her early childhood, 
when she was bedridden for period ten years, Kath- 
arine Butler became introspective and meditative, per- 
ceiving her own potentialities individual and grasp- 
ing, though for while with fear, and even horror, the 
significance eternity. 


During the long years her invalidism, sheltered the 
love her devoted family, she never for moment felt 
self-conscious about the back injury which, were not 
for skilled medical attention, would doom her the 
grotesque deformity the little locksmith, familiar visitor 
their house, who seemed belong neither the worid 
children nor grown-ups. was more like gnome 
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who inhabited world his own. Katharine, the 
contrary, recognized within herself capabilities and powers 
appreciation that were not evident the many people 
about her, and she found life exhilarating experience 
and early developed firm belief the power trans- 
formation; the magic, she called it, changing disagree- 
able experiences their exact opposites. was this 
belief that carried her through the shock realization 
that she was not far removed from the world the little 
locksmith, when, for the first time after her recovery, she 
saw her reflection mirror. 


Katharine determined become great writer. With 
Flaubert her inspiration, she sought remove from 
her life everything that even slightly interferred with her 
art. She began dream having her own home: 
house wherein she would find solitude herself, and where 
she would able extend hospitality those who felt 
need kindred her own their pursuit art and their 
escape from just ordinary living. Because life, love, and 
death were not meant just ordinary experiences— 
that Katharine was convinced. 


Katharine found her house Castine, Maine, and when 
the carpenters had begun the work renovation, the 
young writer resumed her musing about her three-fold 
wish for the house. She wanted house for 
writers. And the keen analysis the discipline she set 
for herself writer reminiscent the steps con- 
quest outlined the great mystic, Teresa, her loftier 
attempt for more intimate union with the God Whom 
Katharine had yet discover. The second wish was that 
would house for children—for nieces and nephews. 
Children, she believed, could never under any circum- 
stances ordinary commonplace (p. 159). She felt, 
too, that maiden aunt had special place the life 
her nieces and nephews and she rather hoped that she 
would able bring little magic into the lives the 
children who would come her house. 


Her third wish, which she strayed afar into fanaticism, 
was that her home would house for her 
mind, every man and woman love “has cast off the 
corruption ordinariness which makes most people blind 
the miracle existence” (p. 197). But the author does 
not distinguish between love and lust and she goes 
exclaim that through her magic transformation “even 
prostitution should regarded not something evil, but 
sacred ritual, necessary for human beings books 
and music and paintings are” (p. 198). 


The reader not witness Katharine’s life the house 
after has been completely repaired and furnished with 
the treasures that Mrs. Butler had accumulated through 
the years. Katharine had felt moment misgiving 
when she realized that she was taking things out stor- 
age which had been stored only because she had insisted 
having house her own, but she remembered that 
was answer strong inner urge that she had sought 
solitude reflect human life and destiny. 


Epilogue the author resumes her story Mrs. Hath- 
away. She admits that the magic and the inner voice 
that had led her Castine would have been recognized 
divine direction one more humble than she. 
solitude and reflection she had been brought her knees 
offer prayer gratitude not only for the gifts 
nature which she could see and admire, but for the bodily 
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senses and the faculties the soul which were also gifts 
and too little appreciated. 


The Little Locksmith disappointing. the beginning 
the author gave promise unfolding very interesting 
personality, but the close the story the reader left 
with rather vague idea the character portrayed, and 
the dreams and fears which first seemed hint 
mysticism appear their later development nothing 
more than daydreams and nightmares. Throughout, the 
author’s promises seem miss fulfillment. least the 
reader wanders vain anticipation. one place 
the story, the author admits that deceived myself and 
everybody who knew into thinking that knew great 
deal about life” (p. 69). This reader, too, closed the 
book with the feeling that the story somehow seemed 
hollow. The author’s ideas free love and prostitution 
limit the book the adult reader. 


Literary Guild---November Selection 


Weston, Christine. Oct. 25, 1943. 
374p. $2.50. 


One could quite easily classify Christine Weston’s latest 
contribution novel character since she presents 
three boys, French, Hindu and English, and shows their 
development into men the India 1890-1924. How- 
ever most Indian novels the question race inevi- 
tably subordinates all others and find the age-old 
native resentment English superiority 
theme—with however new twist—the author indicates 
how understanding and education might help solve 
the problem the emotional factors could eliminated. 


Indigo. Scribner. 


the three major characters Jacques St. Remy, sensi- 
tive son weak but matriarchally inclined widow, 
the most thoroughly delineated but still the most obscure. 
His mother does her best restrict his life and interests 
rather stuffily pious home and withhold from him 
the responsibilities his age and position protect him 
against what she considers evil surroundings. 
this she opposed the unconventional and aging Mrs. 
Lyttleton who had been Monsieur St. Remy’s mistress 
and who urges Jacques revolt against maternal domi- 
nation his development. Neither can win over the 
other and result Jacques remains indecisive, incon- 
sequential personality never realizing the potentialities 
which capable. Unfortunate the loss his faith 
luckless also love, unable hold his friends and 
unsuccessful preserving the family 
all Jacques may said retire progressively the side- 
lines the story unfolds and its end more 
than spectator the fate which befalls his friends. 


Jacques’ earliest friend was Hardyal, the son Ganpat 
Rai, educated respected and influential Europeanized 
Hindu lawyer, who believed that India’s best interests lay 
forsaking the emotional traditionalism the East 
favor co-operation with the West. Hardyal’s home 
the customs the East, though partially observed, were 
subordinate the urbanities civilization acquired from 
the West. Hardyal himself receives the beginnings 
European education and long feels that his Eng- 
lish friends trust him, recognize his inherent dignity and 
treat him equal inclines toward his father’s ideas 
for the salvation India. But when finds that 
still regarded native, inferior the white man, con- 


Best 


sidered incapable helping decide the fate his 
people who labor under English injustice metamor- 
phoses, under the subtle influence Abdul Salim, into 
Hindu nationalist accepting the full the customs and 
emotions his race and adopting policy non-co-oper- 
ation. Perhaps the best and most gripping section 
otherwise scarcely interesting book that which describes 
Hardyal’s experiences when participates nationalist 
meeting followed riot which unjustly treated 
the English authorities. 


The third person, John MacBeth, best described 
stock character many novels this type. the 
son army officer with the standard British viewpoint 
Indian irresponsibility and the white man’s burden. 
Although maintains friendship for Hardyal still 
regards him essentially native and therefore inferior. 
Having been one Jacques’ earliest intimates never- 
theless capitalizes upon his friend’s false pride and 
cision marry Bertie Wood who had been engaged 
Jacques. MacBeth there was neither doubt, struggle 
nor hesitancy—indoctrination had played its part too well. 
These three characters though friends boyhood gradu- 
ally drifted apart each developed along his own lines 
and the bond understanding which might have aided 
the solution their personal difficulties and the racial 
problem was never sufficiently strong exercised 
that solution. 


many respects Indigo interesting novel but the 
whole save for the characterization Hardyal offers little 
particular value. Despite the author’s care their 
limning the other characters are rather blurred and incon- 
clusive. They are never sufficiently life-like induce 
personalization the reader. The plot the story holds 
little interest save near the end when deals with Har- 
dyal’s metamorphosis. There however distinct flavor 
the background atmosphere and several the minor 
characters such Hanif, Ramdatta and Abdul Salim 
have the aura authenticity which could conveyed 
only one familiar with India. One character, Gisele, 
Jacques’ sister, wholly objectionable her understand- 
ing and practice Catholicity. Sent Bruges become 
nun she disappears early from the story but not before 
she conveys definite flavor evil. general Catholicity 
given bad name since Gisele and Madame St. Remy, 
its only practitioners among the major characters, miss 
completely the spirit charity and love which pervades 
the practice religion and observe only the external 
forms. Jacques loses his religion quite early and several 
minor characters also scoff it. There one instance 
fornication (p. 192) and one wholly unnecessary in- 
stance prostitution (p. 263). fine seems best that 
the book recommended only for mature and discrimi- 


nating adult readers. 


Browne, Lewis. See What Mean? 
Oct. 1943. 243p. $2.50. 


Mr. Browne’s latest book sort fictionalized and 
much attentuated version Carlson’s Under Cover 
(reviewed Best Sellers, Aug. 15, 1943). This said 
not accuse Mr. Browne plagiarism, but merely 
indicate that here deals with little corner that 
pre-Pearl Harbor pro-Nazi movement the United States 
which Mr. Carlson has described far more ably and 
national scale. 
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See What Mean? the confession from prison cell 
Clem Smullet, lately publicity man for John Christian 
(“The”) Power’s “Crusade”. Mr. Smullet, blacklisted 
Hollywood press agent unhampered with morals man- 
ners, falls with the “Big Shots” the “Crusade” 
moment personal financial stringency and devotes him- 
self the strictly for what emolument (licit 
illicit) can extract therefrom. 


The chief figures the “Crusade” are Power, fanatically 
sincere crackpot, who wants save America from the 
Jews; Captain Cleaver, truculent ruffian, who fancies him- 
self the role military dictator; Mrs. Krutch, rich 
widow, who doesn’t know exactly what she wants; and 
“Doc” Gribble who Mr. Smullet’s twin soul distaste 
for honest work and liking for whiskey and cheap amours. 


Rather tediously Mr. Smullet’s narrative relates the career 
the “Cause” evolves from the lunacy Power 
through the grafting Gribble into the sinister conspiracy 
Kronkhite, the Nazi secret agent, and Flanahan, 
financial “front” for the local German consulate. 
one point Mr. Smullet’s highly developed regard for num- 
ber one causes him quit the “Crusade” for while, 
out fear investigation; but hard luck brings 
him humbly back time get enmeshed projects, 
which, after Pearl Harbor, gain him and his fellows 
grand jury indictment. Meanwhile Power has landed 
where belongs—in insane asylum. 


Mr. Browne has written sincere and basically factual 
piece anti-Nazi propaganda. far, good. But ex- 
cellent intentions and faithful reporting alone not 
suffice produce worthwhile book. See What Mean?, 
being published novel, lacks the authority declared 
fact; and, for want sustained interest, also lacks the 
appeal clever fiction. For while Mr. Browne has put 
plenty plotters into his book, has unfortunately neg- 
lected endow with plot. have here simply 
unattractive rogue, telling about unattractive persons and 
events unattractive way—and what has tell 
has been told before, and told better. 


The conversation Gribble and Smullet, being usually 
coarse and often profane, rules out the book for the young. 
adults will harm—nor much good. 


Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Hough- 


Peattie, Donald Culross. Journey Into America. 


ton-Mifflin. Sept. 21, 1943. 276p. $3.00. 


Americans made thousands little Main Streets out 
wilderness trails; built nation the idea that 
even ordinary people were precious; and now there are 
not many home-town boys walking down Main Street, 
because are cutting new wilderness trail spread 
the idea farther make the idea more secure here. 


Journey Into America says all this star-spangled poetic 
prose with scarcely slip taste. These pages break out 
into flags thought and bugle calls deep feeling. The 
book sings, like that American wind which, quote the 
author somewhat freely, plucks all the Appalachian 
forest like strings and cries our anthem (p. 142). There 
more here than journey into America. journey 
into America’s heart. You have given, Mr. Peattie, most 
gracious toast your country. Tom Paine, booted and 
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spurred before Trenton said these things more 
eloquently, though you would have that did. 


The author seeks explain the meaning America 
twenty historical vignettes. 


There Long Tom Jefferson dying his bed July 
1826, fifty years day after the signing the Declara- 
tion Independence: 


voice surprisingly clear and firm said them. 
“This the Fourth July”. There was silence. 
had never, realized, heard the Fourth quiet. 
Doubt disturbed him. Fourth?” 


queried (p. 9). 


course was—forever. 
ten so: 


shall not die without hope that light and liberty are 
steady The flames kindled the 4th 
July, 1776, have spread over too much the globe 
extinguished the feeble engines despotism 


(p. 12). 


There were the hard-headed aggressive men who met 
the State House Philadelphia May 1787 make 
the Constitution the United States. Through four 
months that sultry spring and summer they hammered 
out the greatest written governmental instrument the 
world. “Let us,” Washington had said, “raise standard 
which the wise and honest may repair.” They raised 
it, the standard that Lincoln called the “last and best hope 
freedom 


Thomas Jefferson had writ- 


There was country gentleman who said long farewell 
his Virginia farm the spring 1789, and rode 
New York become the first American President. Be- 
yond lay the future the newly created nation. The 
farmer-statesman saw this people, sown the furrows 
the Revolution, sprung like wheat, green the leaf. 
golden harvest, reaching time from sea sea, but 
having, time, limit. Under God, the nation would 
on. 


There were the trail blazers, the Daniel Boones and Kit 
Carsons and John Audubons and thousands others, 
who made with their tough hands and keen axes the map 
the United States out the wilderness. mountains 
they hacked and fought their way, and through the Cum- 
berland Gap and down the other side the blue 
grass Kentucky. Dan Boone and his thirty huskies 
went through primeval forest more than hundred miles 


There was great, simple, shaggy Lincoln who kept insist- 
ing, though meant civil war, that must rely 
the love liberty which God has planted our bosoms. 
“Our defence,” said, “is the preservation liberty 
the heritage all men, all lands everywhere.” The 
italics were Lincoln’s, and when spoke those words 
crowd one day Illinois was “so tall that could 
see over the heads, and over the years, our time” 


(p. 253). 


And, lastly, there are the boys uniform who walk today 
the streets the author’s home town, Santa Barbara. 
They are continuing, says Mr. Peattie, the American Revo- 
lution, the fight vindicate all men’s human dignity, the 
fight which began even before 1775 and not yet finished. 
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The author makes some excellent observations race 
prejudice and race hatred. “If,” warns, “by the time 
got the peace, had nothing but hate for the 
peoples must conquer, then could not keep that 
peace” (p. 140). 


The story the illiterate trapper Jim Bridger and the 
volume Shakespeare which longed read gem 
dramatic conception. The Bard himself might have 
doffed his cap Mr. Peattie for this one. 


the book one dangerous chapter where the author 
confuses legitimate state intervention with the political 
and economic theory Soviet Russia. The chapter 
entitled “Utopia the Wabash”, and deals with 
Robert Owen’s communist experiment New Harmony, 
Indiana. Some passages here are much too kind the 
Communist heresy practiced present-day Russia. 


You must take this Journey Into America. highly 
emotional book, but—why not say it?—when you talk 
about this country you really have something get ex- 
cited Mr. Peattie will thrill you you would 
thrilled regiment dress parade saluting the colors. 
And that kind thrill, based, the author bases it, 
sound intellectual grounds, will the home front 
great deal good these days. 


Joseph Durkin, 
University Scranton 


Hecht, Ben. Miracle the Rain. Knopf. Oct. 18, 1943. 
53p. $1.00. 


Ruth Wood “stood dripping behind glass doors more 
worried about her bundles than herself”. Like her face, 
“empty and patient” was her life, alternating monoto- 
nously between office work, where she knew only the 
names very few people, and home where she lived 
alone with brooding mother who had not spoken for 
years. she stood dripping from the rain, Private Art 
Hugenon stopped and stood beside her, striking con- 
versation, then going home with her. During the next 
few days Art transformed her life. played the long- 
neglected piano, took Ruth and her fellow-worker Miss 
Ullman the theatre, attended auction where Ruth 
took curious fancy antique Roman coin which 
Art promised wear token their love and which 
took with him when received his orders leave. 


With her memories few days cheerfulness and 
love Ruth passed long weeks peace until letter came, 
“typewritten and very engraved top” state 
that Art Hugenon “had died bravely advance against 
the enemy”. Previously her life had been monotonous; 
now sense bitterness enveloped her. Only gradually 
could Miss Ullman break the shell hatred and persuade 
Ruth join her visit St. Patrick’s Cathedral. Be- 
fore the statue the Little Flower and all the other saints, 
except one, were glowing candles; only the face St. 
Andrew was the gloom. this forgotten saint Ruth 
began devotion; him she transferred share her 
troubles; even when she was ill pneumonia she rose 
from her bed visit her saint and light the vigil candles. 
the way she paused during heavy storm which beat 
her against the wall. The voice Art seemed reach 
her, say, “I’m here stay”, gave back her the 
Roman coin and symbol happier days. Two days later 
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when Miss Ullman identified the body the morgue, the 
Roman coin was tightly clutched Ruth’s hand. 


The story simply and beautifully written. The miracle, 
the reappearance the coin and the message from Art 
received through the intervention St. Andrew, may 
seem bit improbable but certainly the medieval 
legends were recounted many similar nature. 
pleasant and cheerful modern fantasy that can 


recommend all. 


Daniels, Harriet McDoual. Muller Hill. Knopf. 
1943. $2.75. 


This second Miss Daniels’s historical novels again 
built about the history her home region upper New 
York State. Here however the incident taken from his 
tory insignificant and whole the book should 
classed romance. Its major historical value 
reflecting the manners and mode life the period, 


1795-1824. 


1795 both Adeline Stuyvesant and John Linden, 
dren five and seven years respectively, whose parents 
had gone together the frontier upper New York, 
were orphaned. Adeline was reared her wealthy Stuy- 
vesant cousins New York City while John lived with 
David and Mindwell Williams, sturdy farmer folk, near 
Clinton. the story opens 1807 John, rather 
gawky but earnest boy nineteen, visiting the Stuy- 
vesants New York and already love with his 
“sister” Adeline. About that time mysterious French- 
man calling himself Lewis Anathe Muller has just arrived 
New York fleeing the French terror and the rise 
Bonaparte. Adeline fascinated Muller, thinks her- 
self love with him and, although will reveal neither 
name nor rank, secures family permission marry him. 
With his hopes shattered John leaves for Clinton, 
tinue his education Hamilton Academy, whose 
velopment integrated with the story showing the 
influence education the development our country, 
planning devote himself the betterment the people 
the frontier. 


Muller and Adeline marry and live for awhile New 
York but finally driven the fear assassination the 
hands Bonaparte’s agents, buys land the 
ness near Clinton. There takes Adeline and installs 
her combination palace and fortress which has 
built Muller Hill. Several children are born the 
couple and when one them injured Adeline again 
meets John who studying with the local doctor. She 
recognizes that she really love with him but remains 
faithful her husband. drive the thought Adeline 
out his mind John then attempts marry Amy Avery 
but prevented her good sense. Finally 1814 the 
news Bonaparte’s defeat arrives and Muller, leaving 
his establishment, takes wife and children New York 
where abandons them return France. John then 
goes France discover Muller’s intentions 
him the Comte d’Artois, brother the new king 
and later king himself. The Comte considering 
riage between royalty and commoner marriage 
all refuses return and brings back word that 
Lewis Muller dead. However Adeline not deceived 
and the light Muller’s position herself considers the 
marriage annulled. She and John then marry and settle 
down happiness the story ends. 
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Miss Daniels has written pleasant romance woven about 
historical incident and reflecting some extent the 
manners the people that day and their life the 
scarcely settled frontier. Her easy method solving John 
and Adeline’s marriage problem course objectionable 
the occasional use profanity. Otherwise the book 
may recommended for college students and adults 
entertainment reading. 


Seifert, Shirley. Those Whe Against the Current. 
Lippincott. Oct. 13, 1943. 612p. $3.00. 


Upon richer field can the novelist draw than the his- 
tory our own country whose development furnishes 
wide range varied sources material for any type 
novel. From many possibilities Shirley Seifert has 
chosen the regions the Ohio and Mississippi rivers 
the end the 19th and the beginning the 20th cen- 
turies for her last two novels. Where before she dealt 
with the expedition George Rogers Clark which tore 
the Western Reserve from the hands the British now 
she tells the story Manuel Lisa, Spanish-born Ameri- 
can citizen, who conjunction with Lewis and Clark 
opened the vast territory drained the Missouri the 
United States. 


Manuel Lisa was born the coast Louisiana the 
storm cellar Indian village during hurricane with 
only withered Indian crone midwife. During his 
childhood New Orleans, where his father was minor 
government functionary, Manuel was frequently taken 
the Indians their festivals and there acquired under- 
standing insight into Indian psychology which instinctively 
put him rapport with the savages and was immense 
value later life. Manuel grew developed desire 
for merchandising negociante was his watchword. 
Coincidentally there developed the dream beautiful 
but elusive lady whom first personalized the 
lovely Maria Moro. Manuel was cursed with only 
brother who was wastrel, cheat, thief and ne’er- 
do-well. During his youth also came into contact 
with Americans whose drive and push admired and for 
whose ideals liberty conceived intense passion. 


Manuel began his career taking boats the Mississippi 
St. Louis and Vincennes. After several years had 
accumulated sufficient capital settle down and marry 
Maria but when returns from trip finds Maria 
married Joaquin and despair severs all connections 
with New Orleans. Thereafter St. Louis his headquar- 
ters and the desire conquer the unknown Missouri his 
lifedream. the face governmentally licensed monop- 
favored merchants Manuel establishes himself 
St. Louis and finally secures license trade the 
Missouri. lends his best friend and most valuable 
man, George Drouilliard, halfbreed, the Lewis and 
Clark expedition. himself makes short expedition 
ransom Indian captives and out pity marries one 
them, Polly Chew, whom however never succeeds 
making happy. the meantime Louisiana had been 
ceded the French and Napoleon had sold Jeffer- 
Manuel rejoices his newly acquired freedom and 
the prospect free trade which opens. Howover when 
the traitor James Wilkinson made Manuel 
finds himself again confronted with the unjust licensing 
system. defeats Wilkinson’s schemes and then after 
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Drouilliard’s return leads his first expedition the 
Missouri. 


this trip and the many others which follow Manuel 
establishes friendly relations with the Omahas, Sioux, 
Aricara, Ponca, Gros Ventres, Crow, Blackfoot and other 
Indian tribes and builds trading posts along the Missouri 
and the Yellowstone. trades always good faith 
with the Indians, giving them honest value, dealing with 
firm but just hand, discouraging the purchase rum 
and rifles and preaching the virtues agriculture op- 
posed nomadism. Manuel prospers jealousy grows 
St. Louis and business associates all they can 
hamper him. But Manuel remains true his convictions 
because feels that they will serve the best interests 
the growing country which loves. During the war 
1812 holds the Sioux and Omaha the American 
side and thus protects the whole region against British 
incited depredations. accomplish this married 
Mitonin, the sister powerful Indian chief, who bore 
him two children. 


After several years Polly died while Manuel was away 
expedition and returned find his son living with 
the Hemptsteads, New England family, who had left 
their poverty-stricken region find new home the 
West. finds the woman his dreams the 
widowed Mary Keeney, née Hempstead, and after full 
confession his marital status marries her and happy 
can be. Once more 1817 Manuel called upon 
make peace among the and taking Mary with 
him the Missouri quells the disturbances. the 
story ends returns broken and dying St. Louis. 


Miss Seifert has written gripping adventure story with 
solid and interesting historical background. She has 
shown the influence peaceful and honest trade the 
necessary sequel exploration developing and settling 
new country. Had all our trading been the type she 
describes instead the exploitation was the develop- 
ment the West would have been far less shameful 
chapter the history our country. only one point 
can exception taken the book. Spaniard 
Manuel was course Catholic but very lukewarm one 
and one who failed practice his religion save for 
mystical attachment picture the Madonna which 
was interwoven with his dream woman and his desire 
conquer the Missouri. The major moral blot Manuel’s 
character was his marriage expediency moment 
weakness with Mitonin, the Indian princess. Otherwise 
was all aspects decent and honorable. spite 
this one objection still seems permissible recommend 
the book college students and adult readers. 


Bromley, Joseph. Clear the Track. The story old- 
time locomotive engineer told Page Cooper. Whit- 


tlesey House. Sept. 1943. 288p. $2.75. 


This story railroading from the days when wood 
was used the Lackawanna and the “Old Man” ruled 
autocratically down more modern times coal burners 
and unions and efficiency methods. Joe Bromley began 
his career call boy, rousing out the engineers for early 
runs; developed into fireman, then, twenty, into 
the youngest engineer the Utica Division the Dela- 
ware, Lackawanna and Western; finally, became 


Teilhet Spalding-Carney 


inspector safety appliances with the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. Real-life personalities and anecdotes 
abound, stories about “Old Man” Thatcher, the hard- 
boiled Master Mechanic, about the conductors and en- 
gineers and their engines, about their work and their off- 
time play. One will not acquire much systematized in- 
formation about railroading; rather Clear the Tracks 
nostalgic autobiography about railroaders and consequent- 
its chief appeal will that group. Because occa- 
sional profanity limit its recommendation adults. 


Teilhet, Darwin Retreat From the Dolphin. 
Brown. Oct. 20, 1943. $2.50. 


Usually one can classify novel historical, adventure, 
romance psychological with its dominant theme in- 
volving one these aspects its treatment. Here how- 
ever the author involves all four treatments single 
story which most the action takes place the island 
Chiloe off the coast Chile during 1815, the period 
when the South American countries were throwing off 
Spanish domination. 


Jim Porteus was the son Philadelphia sea captain 
whose ship, the Dolphin, was privateer the war 
When his father was killed action left the 
Dolphin Jim together with its hardbitten, Providence- 
preaching, eccentric first mate, Mr. Murdoch and the 
cynically philosophical gunner, Mr. Forster. Jim’s father 
had planned architect’s career for his son and had 
kept Jim practicing the surveyor’s pace until observa- 
tion, keen almost eidetic memory, places 
and distances had been deeply implanted the lad. 
About year after the death his father Jim’s mother 
married Don Fillipe del Soler, Chilean who had been 
forced flee the revolutionists. Sometime later during 
the decline Napoleon the Spaniards began reassert 
their authority and Don Fillipe, his wife and Jim sailed 
for Chile where the Dolphin used hauling sup- 
plies and trading. They live the island for several 
months until Jim’s mother dies. Then Don Fillipe at- 
tempts kill Jim gain control the Dolphin. Jim 
hopes rescued and sail away with Mr. Murdoch but 
when the latter fails keep rendezvous Jim escapes 
and tries join him cross-island port. However 
captured and used Captain San Bruno attempt 
trap Manuel Rodriguez, the rebel leader who had suc- 
ceeded stealing the Chilean national treasure. Jim 
drive across the island with Emelita Rodrigues and 
when Manuel attempts rescue them the trap will 
sprung. 

the way Jim and Emelita escape, become lost the 
swamp, are nearly killed and then meet Mr. Murdoch 
and Mr. Forster who are guarding the treasure hidden 
tree fort and waiting for Rodriguez bring help. Jim has 
fallen love callow way with Emelita and evidently 
she has given her favors but she falls love with 
Forster whom Jim detests, although Forster who also 
love with her thinks that only trick induce 
him join her cousin’s forces gunner. The Spaniards 
have blocked all roads out the swamp but when force 
soldiers attacks the tree Jim and Emelita escape and are 
guided the coast Jupiter, Indian friends. There 
they meet Rodriguez and Jim leads help back through the 
swamp only find Murdoch and the treasure captured 
and the wounded Forster left behind. 


Little, 
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They discover that the Spaniards are sailing for the main- 
land and pursue them small rebel ship. Both Spanish 
ships are captured stratagem and Murdoch rescued 
but Captain San Bruno escapes with the treasure. They 
then return the Dolphin where Forster and Emelita 
resolve their differences and are married. Murdoch, 
privateer heart, remains command the rebel ships 
while the rest sail for 


attempting develop the story from all four aspects 
the author has failed full justice any one and the 
book whole relative!y minor. Although not spine- 
tingling the adventure the best with romance and psy- 
chology poor seconds and history present only back- 
drop. The psychology concerns Jim’s development from 
peevishly self-interested boy into mature man with 
sense loyalty and responsibility others. But for one 
scene the book could recommended unreservedly. Dur- 
ing their journey through the swamp Jim and Emelita 
spend night trapped cave and faced with death 
from rising flood waters. short paragraph the author 
insinuates strongly that illicit sexual relations took place 
even the face death and gives his approval. Since 
that scene very short, insinuation only, and since the 
remainder the book unobjectionable would seem 
that the book might permitted adults light 


Spalding, Charles and Carney, Otis. Love First Flight. 
Houghton-Mifflin. Aug. 1943. 160p. $2.00. 


Cadet Lester Dowd who received his training Anacostia 
Field and Corpus Christi early 1942 lets know 
Love First Flight that all well with the Naval Aviation 
Cadet Training program. method doing this 
simple—he pokes fun naval manners and methods and 
even more his own ineptitude adapting himself 
them. His the story every cadet—hopelessly awk- 
ward, the despair instructors who make his faults per- 
fectly clear but the long run sufficiently capable 
acquire his wings after passing one the stiffest military 
courses the world. 


Cadet Dowd stands aside from the hurly-burly military 
life and observes with certain amount whimsy the 
aberrations his parents, friends, classmates, instructors 
and commanding officers not forgetting course himself. 
always manages see the humorous side things 
and generally emerges from predicaments, which 
meets many, with his sense humor bloody but unbowed. 
Among the incidents related and evoking Mr. Dowd’s 
musings are the difficulties enlistment, the foibles 
fond parents during leaves, primary instruction and the 
insistence the instructors upon using psychological 
methods, how not fly Link trainer, the horrors 
physical education, what with the “unpredictable” 
when occurs and many others rib-tickling character. 


Love First Flight purely piece humorous writing 
inclusion five serial cartoons illustrating incidents 
the life harassed cadet. Most the humor the 
sophisticated, so-called modern variety—flashy and loaded 
with wise-cracking quips. four occasions unnecessary 
profanity included. Due the type humor seems 
best recommend the book for adult readers only. 
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Queeny, Edgar The Spirit Enterprise. Scribner. 


July 12, 1943. 257p. $2.00. 


This book might considered one the opening guns 
the 1944 election campaign. While poses de- 
tached, almost philosophical, discussion current eco- 
nomic questions, soon develops into anti-New Deal 
diatribe. Such items spending programs, the TNEC, 
antitrust enforcement, and much the reform 
the last ten years are weighed and found wanting. Con- 
versely business given clean bill health and alone 
found capable solving the major issues the day. 


Regardless the reader’s political preferences, conserva- 
tive liberal, this book likely disappoint all but the 
most rabid partisan. presentation the individualist 
viewpoint, fundamentally shallow, far inferior 
Snyder, Robbins, and Nicholas Roosevelt. author 
fails give remotely adequate analysis the great prob- 
lem our day, basically non-political, unemployment. 
Most scholars agree that when the immediate postwar 
boom has worn off, any Administration will face enor- 
mous task assuring full employment our resources. 
Increased efficiency and advanced technology, plus slow- 
ing capital growth, present ominous problem which 
can hardly solved uncritical euologies free enter- 
prise. 


Readers who wish for thorough analysis the present 
situation from conservative position would better 
await the forthcoming Brookings Institution study 
Nourse, Price-Making Democracy. 


Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore. 


Chamberlin, William Henry. The Russian Enigma, 
Interpretation. Scribner. Oct. 25, 1943. $2.75. 


Objective accounts the background Soviet Russia are 
few that the student contemporary history hard 
put list those whose bias either pro anti does not 
completely destroy their value. Since have been living 
world where myth and fable have been eagerly swal- 
lowed not only the multitude but the “intellectuals” 
the premium has been put upon the author who 
can most plausibly make what not seem exist while 
that which exists casually figment the 
imagination. Yet this the world which supposedly 
hard-boiled and “realistic”. such that 
Chamberlin certainly the side the angels well 
that the sober historian. one the few attempts 
portray Soviet Russia actually is, not “fellow 
travelers” would have violent antis would insist 
must be. Chamberlin rises far above the standards 
usually set American journalists whose backgrounds 
and willingness make objective study situation 
are easily sunk into subjective account what the 
their particular papers would like told. 


Whether like Soviet Russia not, must realize that 
far, the heaviest physical brunt the war has been 
borne that country. After the war, with the elimina- 
tion Germany and Japan, the Soviet Union will far 
and away the strongest land power Europe and Asia. 
will almost impregnable against attack. The preven- 
tion third world war may very largely depend upon 
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the degree which Russia may wish co-operate 
follow nationalistic imperialistic course. Chamberlin’s 
book attempt not only explain the background 
the present dictatorship Russia but also suggest the 
possibilities inherent the Russian situation both for good 
and for evil. His description Russia’s heritage from the 
past absolutistic government; his admirable sketch 
the land and the people should read all whose 
knowledge the history and geography the country 
somewhat befogged. difficult for realize that 
Russia was nation which came life only the nine- 
teenth century, culturally, economically, politically. 
Russia emerged into the twentieth century without tradi- 
tion individual liberty, its political institutions the 
most primitive type, its people largely culturally tabula 
rasa. The sections the Russian Revolution are largely 
distillation the author’s fine two volume work the 
Revolution. fact, much the work sums not only 
the other excellent works Russia Chamberlin but 
also the works Timasheff and Florinsky well David 
Dallin. makes available the student most the 
conclusions the best authors the field. 


The chapter dealing with the transition from Leninism 
Stalinism one the finest the book. His comparison 
the Stalinists and the French Thermidorians perhaps 
not too good. some sense the Russians did not abolish 
the Terror the French did Thermidor but rather 
gave the more deadly agents the Terror more effective 
instruments power. The burden the section, how- 
ever, deals with the manner which Russia under Stalin 
veered back into more conservative paths (1) property, 
(2) religion, (3) the family, (4) patriotism, (5) methods 
education, (6) privileges for industrial workers, (7) 
culture, (8) rank and subordination, (9) attitude toward 
Russia’s past and (10) Pan Slavism. The whole signifi- 
cance the Trotsky-Stalin quarrel lost unless inter- 
preted terms Stalin’s attempt switch from the goal 
international revolution nationalism within Russia. 
All this does not mean that Russia under Stalin rapidly 
becoming like any other European state. Actually, Stalin 
willing make certain gestures favor religion be- 
cause realizes the source strength that Orthodox 
Church would under his control. not anxious, 
however, see established Russia any church with 
strong international affiliations such Catholicism 
any type faith that defies the state. respect the 
family, Stalin would like see the re-establishment 
the old family ties and traditions but his desires this 
respect are probably similar those the National So- 
cialists and Fascists who encouraged the family not for 
its own sake but for purposes the state. education, 
the Soviet has swung back discipline, authority, respect 
for parents and the traditional heritage Russia. 


One the best things done Chamberlin his emphasis 
upon the strongest trend Soviet Russia today: nation- 
alism. would foolhardy rejoice too soon over 
Russia giving the theory international communist 
revolution. nationalist Russia may still harder 
deal with than one dedicated the idea international 
revolution. Such matters strategic boundaries and im- 
perialist designs are not easily settled once Russian na- 
tionalism has been aroused the war. The description 
the purges the chapter “The Gods Are Athirst” 
recommended reading for all who read the Davies fable 


entitled Mission Moscow. contrast 
the old type intellectual revolutionary type Communist 
with knowledge production with that the new 
type Communist who knows less about political and eco- 
nomic theory but more about turbines and diesels essen- 
tial any understanding what happened within the 
Party. The Red Army longer predominantly Com- 
munist. The war has brought all within Russia suffering 
but may also bring them desire for greater participa- 
tion the government when the war over. Cham- 
berlin concludes with listing five reasons why Soviet 
Russia survived. These are (1) the appeal nation- 
alism; (2) revolutionary dynamism; (3) superior military 
and economic preparedness; (4) the natural features 
Russia; and, (5) the availability American and British 
help. The “little people” Russia are keeping the 
fight, not the name Communism but the name 
Mother Russia, all the traditions resistance in- 
vaders that have been built through the centuries. 


One hopeful fact seen Chamberlin. That the 
renewed interest the humanitarianism the nineteenth 
century Russian authors such Tolstoy and Pushkin. 
There are many “dangerous thoughts” therein for self- 
perpetuating dictatorship. Chamberlin hopes that out 
all will emerge Free Russia, integral and insepa- 
rable part Free World. Perhaps can our part 
toward that end showing every desire for co-operation 
world where nationalism and imperialism may cease 
the sources they have become today. The prospect 
future isolated nationalistic and imperialistic Russia 
not one which would bode good for peace. 

James Eaga 
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